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Rosenberg Government was more disastrous than
its previous inactivity.

Herr von Rosenberg saw, with helpless astonish-
ment, his Note mercilessly annihilated by bitter and
unanimous criticism abroad. The idea of resignation
was seriously discussed between him and Cuno. But
the illusion of the first great hour was too deeply
rooted in the minds of these two simple and honour-
able men. They both felt that Providence had placed
them at their posts, and believed that their steadfast-
ness was Germany's sole salvation. They bent their
heads resignedly to the storm, for they looked on
themselves as the one frail barrier between Germany
and chaos.

In the meantime, chaos had indeed burst over
Germany. All the forces of political stability were
gathered to meet the intolerable strain. The nominal
holders of power still sat in the Wilhelmstrasse, while
a few houses away, in a modest study in the Neue
Wilhelmstrasse, the threads were finding their way
into the hands of Gustav Stresemann.

The formation of the great coalition had already
been a matter of negotiation for some time ; in those
weeks of despair it came into actual existence. Gustav
Stresemann on the one side, and Rudolf Hilferding on
the other, represented the two wing parties of the
now imminent coalition Government. Small mis-
understandings and merely tactical demands were
smoothed away by the exigencies of the moment. A
Cabinet was silently formed; a Government that
really gave expression to the will of the people, that
might be depended on to act, waited in the anti-
chamber until Cuno and Rosenberg made way for it.